
Bertelsmann Scholarship 

- at a glance -



2 October 13, 2025 · Bertelsmann University

Jenny Meindel

Tech & Data Learning Lead

jennifer.meindel@bertelsmann.de

Who are your contacts?
The Bertelsmann University program leads

Laura Echterhoff

Scholarship Lead & Program Manager

laura.echterhoff@bertelsmann.de

For further information, please visit: www.bertelsmann-university.com

http://www.bertelsmann-university.com/
http://www.bertelsmann-university.com/
http://www.bertelsmann-university.com/
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Future of 

Jobs Report

WEF 2025

Bertelsmann 

skills analyses

New Scholarship – Content selection is driven by sustained demand for tech and data 
skills, responds to growing relevance of human-centric skills

Demand for Tech and Data Skills

General demand 

• AI and big data top the list of fastest-growing skills, followed closely by cybersecurity and tech 

literacy1) 

• Agentic AI anticipated to massively impact traditional software development skills required for 

substantial number of tech roles (e.g. product management) 2)

General demand

• As AI automates more tasks, human-centric skills (e.g., analytical and creative thinking, 

resilience, adaptability, interpersonal skills) with resurging relevance1) 

• Investing in human-centric skills with sustainable impact while half-lives of many technical skills 

are becoming shorter, some even in threat of being replaced by AI

• Recent findings highlight critical role of leadership in deploying AI successfully3)

Demand for Human-centric Skills

Bertelsmann-specific demand 

• SBC Skills Gap Analysis documents challenges in AI, software development, data science and 

cybersecurity, less so in cloud-related skills

• First and second wave Skill Management use cases confirm T&D and AI upskilling as top 

priority (e.g., RTL D; BPG US; PRH; Riverty)

Human-centric skills in demand

• Analytical thinking

• Creative thinking

• Resilience / adaptability

• AI Leadership3)

Tech & Data skills in demand

• AI / Agentic AI

• Data science / engineering

• Product management 

• Cybersecurity

Bertelsmann 

internal

initiatives

Future of 

Jobs Report

WEF 2025

Content Selection Criteria

for 2026 Employee Scholarship

Bertelsmann-specific demand

• Interpersonal skills lay the basis for effective collaboration across divisions, alliances and 

communities (e.g., BCP) 

• Skill management project also showing upskilling demand at intersection of T&D and 

creativity, adaptability (e.g., BMG)

1) World Economic Forum (2025): Future of Jobs Report 2025  2) a16z  3) „Making AI work: Leadership, lab, and crowd“ Ethan Mollick 05/2025



4 October 13, 2025 · Bertelsmann University

1,500 scholarships

Target group: all employees

Content: Tech & Data +

Human-centric Skills

Bertelsmann Scholarship

Bertelsmann Scholarship
What´s new? More seats & Human-centric Skills

250 scholarships

Target group: all employees

Content: Tech & Data

400 scholarships

Target group: all employees

Content: Tech & Data

The seat capacity per provider has been 

more than doubled.

The seat capacity per provider has been 

more than doubled.
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Bertelsmann Scholarship
Provider Overview

Get an industry-recognized 

Udacity certificate

Inactive users are removed after 

the activation deadline expires

250 seats

5 Tech, Data & AI Nanodegrees 

to choose from

Choose one Nanodegree, access 

video lessons and short quizzes, 

and complete comprehensive 

real-world projects.

7 months / self-paced

Content

Course Style

Duration

Engagement / 

Interactivity

Certificate

400 seats

Get a renowned Harvard 

Business School certificate

Highly interactive program in a 

Bertelsmann-only cohort

Course: Data Science Principles

Real world cases delivered via 

short videos, interactive 

exercises, and exchange forums

4 weeks/ with weekly deadlines

All employees who want to 

expand their tech, data & ai 

skills

Who should attend
Employees who want to get an 

introduction to Data Science

All employees who want to 

expand their tech, data, ai and 

human-centric skills

Full catalog access and curated 

suggestions for Tech, Data, AI & 

human-centric skills

12 months / self-paced

Inactive users may be replaced 

with waitlisted applicants

Explore different courses and get 

access to video lectures, 

readings, quizzes, and 

assignments

Get certificates from renowned 

universities and institutions

1,500 seats

NEW

NEW NEW

https://www.harvardonline.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/2022-03/DSRY_syllabus_Final_03222022.pdf
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Bertelsmann Scholarship
Coursera in more detail: Content options

Choose courses from a range of pre-defined learning 

material preparing you for selected mission-critical profiles at 

Bertelsmann.

// Data Science/ Data Engineering

// Prodcut Management

// Agentic AI

// Cyber Security

// Future Thinking

// Creative Thinking

// Critical Thinking

Or choose other content of your own choice from nearly the 

entire Coursera Catalog. 

Browse and preview

the full Coursera 

catalog here.

Content

• 12-months unlimited access to nearly all learning content on the Coursera platform

• Coursera courses include recorded auto-graded and peer-reviewed assignments, video lectures, and 

community discussion forums

https://www.coursera.org/programs/bertelsmann-employee-scholarship-a2ena?currentTab=CATALOG
https://www.coursera.org/browse
https://www.coursera.org/browse
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Bertelsmann Scholarship
Udacity in more detail: timeline and courses

Oct

2026

Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul

2025

400 seats

Application 

Period

Oct 16 – Nov 30

Nanodegree Program

Jan 15 – August 15, 2026

(2 – 4 hours/ week)

Intro to Cybersecurity

AI Product Manager

Agentic AI

Generative AI

Data Engineering with Azure

pre-reqs 

required

pre-reqs 

required

pre-reqs 

required

Aug

https://www.bertelsmann-university.com/fileadmin/Mehrere_Provider/Scholarship_Program/Introduction_to_Cybersecurity.pdf
https://www.bertelsmann-university.com/fileadmin/Mehrere_Provider/Scholarship_Program/Introduction_to_Cybersecurity.pdf
https://www.bertelsmann-university.com/fileadmin/Mehrere_Provider/Scholarship_Program/Udacity_AI_Product_Manager_Syllabus.pdf
https://www.bertelsmann-university.com/fileadmin/Mehrere_Provider/Scholarship_Program/Agentic_AI.pdf
https://www.bertelsmann-university.com/fileadmin/Mehrere_Provider/Scholarship_Program/Generative_AI.pdf
https://www.bertelsmann-university.com/fileadmin/Mehrere_Provider/Scholarship_Program/Data_Engineering_with_Microsoft_Azure.pdf
https://www.bertelsmann-university.com/fileadmin/Mehrere_Provider/Scholarship_Program/Data_Engineering_with_Microsoft_Azure.pdf
https://www.bertelsmann-university.com/fileadmin/Mehrere_Provider/Scholarship_Program/Data_Engineering_with_Microsoft_Azure.pdf
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Certificate

Learning 

Experience & 

Engagement / 

Interactivity

Bertelsmann Scholarship
Harvard Online in more detail: Data Science Principles

Group 1: Jan 15 – Feb 12, 2026

Group 2: June 3 – July 1, 2026

Group 3: Sep 2 – 30, 2026

4 weeks at 5 hours / week

What you learn

Access

Dates & Duration

• Highly interactive program in a Bertelsmann-only cohort

• Weekly deadlines are a required for graduation

• Short video lectures from Harvard faculty and guest experts focusing on real-world cases

• Frequent opportunity to interact with cohort peers on the platform

Get a detailed overview at the Harvard Online program Syllabus: Data Science Principles

100% Self-nomination

Who should attend
Employees who want to get a code and math free introduction to key data science concepts with a focus on 

successfully interfacing with experts as a non-expert.

Learners will receive a Harvard Online Certificate

• DSP is currently also part of MSA

• Additional seats can be booked on peoplenet

https://harvardonline.harvard.edu/course/data-science-principles
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Bertelsmann Scholarship 
Timeline and milestones

Okt Nov Dec Jan Feb Mrz Apr May Jun Jul

Oct 16 – Nov 30:

Application Phase

Employees can apply for

a Udacity, Coursera or 

Harvard Online seat

Jan 15:

Start of Udacity, Coursera & Harvard Online Scholarships

− Udacity: January 15 – August 15, 2026

− Coursera: January 15 – December 31, 2026

Sep

Mid of Dec:

Announce-

ment of 

Scholarship 

Recipients

Aug

Harvard Online: 

Jan 15 – Feb 12, 26

Harvard Online:

Jun 3 – Jul 1, 26

Harvard Online:

Sep 2- 30, 26



Who should apply?

Bertelsmann employees who want to advance their 

Tech & Data + Human-centric skills

How to apply

The application has to be made proactively via 

application forms. 

https://www.bertelsmann-university.com/

scholarship-program.html

(Application go-live on October 16, 2025):

When to apply

Application period: Oct 16 – Nov 30, 2025

What’s requested?

1. Choice of provider

2. Personal data (Employees should provide their 

peoplenet-ID)

3. Motivational questions

Bertelsmann Scholarship

Application process

https://www.bertelsmann-university.com/scholarship-program.html
https://www.bertelsmann-university.com/scholarship-program.html
https://www.bertelsmann-university.com/scholarship-program.html
https://www.bertelsmann-university.com/scholarship-program.html
https://www.bertelsmann-university.com/scholarship-program.html
https://www.bertelsmann-university.com/scholarship-program.html


Who will do the Selection

Bertelsmann University Team will apply the 

selection criteria on the left

Selection Criteria

Motivational Questions

Divisional Distribution

Diversity (Gender, Countries)

Bertelsmann Scholarship

Selection process
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Bertelsmann Scholarship Program

https://www.bertelsmann-university.com/

scholarship-program.html

Application possible between

October 16 – November 30, 2025

Submit your Application!

Bertelsmann Scholarship

Next steps

https://www.bertelsmann-university.com/scholarship-program.html
https://www.bertelsmann-university.com/scholarship-program.html
https://www.bertelsmann-university.com/scholarship-program.html
https://www.bertelsmann-university.com/scholarship-program.html
https://www.bertelsmann-university.com/scholarship-program.html
https://www.bertelsmann-university.com/scholarship-program.html
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